
Definition
Acquaintance Rape is a sex crime committed by
someone who knows the victim. It could be a friend,
classmate, relative, co-worker. As a sex crime,
acquaintance rape includes forced, manipulated or
coerced sexual contact.

Statistics
• More than 70% of rape victims knew their 
• attackers, compared to about half of all violent 
• crime victims.

• 90% of rape victims who knew their 
• attacker did not report the attack to the police.

• 38% of acquaintance rape victims are 14-17 
• years old. The average age of all adolescent 
• and college victims is 18.5 years.

• 90% of rape victims under age 13 knew their 
• attacker.

• In a survey of more than 6,000 students at 32 
• colleges and universities in the U.S., it was 
• found that:
• - One in four women had been victims of rape 
•    • or attempted rape;
• - 84% of the rape victims knew their attacker;
• - 57% of the rapes happened on dates;
• - Only 27% of the women considered 
•    • themselves to be victims of rape, although

•    •    their assaults met the legal definition of rape;
• - 42% of the rape victims told no one of the 
•    • assault, and only 5% reported it to the 
•    • police;
• - 38% of the women who reported having • 
•    • been raped were 14-16 years old at the time 
•    • of the attack.
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Remember
Acquaintance rape is never the victim’s fault. It
doesn’t matter where the victim was or what she
was wearing. Rape is always the fault of the 
offender.
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