suftfer from the same el-
ements of recruitment, har-
boring and force.

The belief is that by hold-
ing the men accountable who
are fueling the demand for
the sex trade—and by help-
ing the women escape it—
prostitution would plummet.

“What we're doing right
now does not work. And we
don’t need a Rhodes scholar
or arocket scientist to tell us
it does not work,” said Cook
County Sheriff Tom Dart,
whose office presides over a
special prostitution inter-
vention team. “The general
public opinion on this is not
in step with everything we
know about this issue, and
that really needs to be chal-
lenged and changed!”

prostitution, like any
other job.

they were 16-20 years oid.

SOURCE: Chicago Alliance Against Sexual Exploitation

interviews with 113 men

“| went to jail, and
he didn’t.”

—LaTaunya Frazier, 39, a
former prostitute who was
caught with a john

The campaign, called End
Demand, is being watched by
reform groups across the
country. It has the backing of
the Chicago Police Depart-
ment, the Cook County sher-
iff's office and the women'’s-
rights group NoVo Founda-

tion, which invested $550,000 '

TRIBUNE

in the effort. NoVo is led by
‘Warren Buffet’s son Peter and
his daughter-in-law, Jennifer.

“We thought, 3Wow;, if Illi-
nois can do this, what a
model for the country, and
even the rest of the world,”
said Jennifer Buffett, who
will speak at a panel presen-
tation about the campaign
Thursday. :

Advocates want to in-
crease penalties for pimps
and johns, create a statewide
database that would track the
arrests of prostitution-re-

“lated offenders and encour-

age law-enforcement agen-

- did it out of survival.”

~ Advocates say that once
girls and women enter prosti-
tution, it’s even more diffi-
cult to get out. Felony prosti-
tution convictions on their
records make it difficult to
find jobs; abusive pimps
scare them from leaving.
“Many of these women see
the [pimps] as their intimate
partners. They’re coerced,
raped, and they’re sold,” said
Leslie Landis, director of the
Mayor’s Office on Domestic
Violence, which oversaw a
2006 prostitution study. “Vio-
lence is sometimes used
against them. Taken as a
whole, it's just an advanced
stage of domestic violence.”

eslife@tribune. cdm



